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p eople u s i n g c h i l d r e n . But I c an ' t supp o r t a b i l l t h at say s
when y o u a r e cau g h t d r i v i ng d runk, wh e t he r it is first,
second or third offense, you are going to lose your job and
your family is probably going to end up on welfare if you
follow it all through.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CH AMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the
Legislature, Senator Hoagland is one hundred percent correct
when he said this vote was unanimous on t h e b i l l , unanimous
among the five senators who were there. So it got out with
five pro votes and three absent . And y o u w i l l n otice on a
number of very bad Judiciary Committee bills, or bills that
were advanced by the Judiciary Committee, the same five will
be there and the same three absent because that day when the
t hree o f u s w e r e a b s e n t , they ran a lot of them through in a
hurry and this is one of them. Now, if you will look on
page 4 at these penalties, you wil l not i ce t ha t Sen at o r
Hoagland is trying to work for these agencies that provide
these treatment programs for people who are caught DWI. I
think you should never pervert and distort the law,
e specia l l y w h e n i t com e s to imposing punishments for the
purpose of social engineering. S enator H o a g l an d an d so m e
other people feel that you ought to use the threat of long
imprisonment to for ce pe ople into certain treatment
programs. A punishment should a lways b e gea r e d t o t h e
offense. If it was felt that seven days i s an ad e quate
punishment for this offense, it should be seven days . Bu t
to stand here and admit openly that you are not changing the
punishment from 7, which was the maximum, you are n ot
changing it to allow a 3 0-day s e n t e nc e b e c ause y o u suddenly
think the offense i s wo r se , y o u a r e add i n g 30 d ays t o m a ke
]udges be in a position te send people to alcohol treatment
programs wh i ch mean s t h- t y ou h ave s ep ar at ed f r om the
offense the punishment. The p u n r hm en t shou l d b e seven
days, it was felt, and th e o n l y r e as o n t h e y a r e changing i t ,
remember, and Senator Hoagland told you this, i s j u d ge s s a i d
they want to be able to force people into certain treatment
programs. That is a perversion and distortion of the law.
They have go n e f r om 7 days, w h i c h wa s t he maximum, t o a
30-day maximum. That is more than qua drupling the
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